
Utah Department of Public Safety 
Division of Emergency Services and Homeland Security 

TIPS FOR EVERYWHERE: 

• Don't discuss personal matters such as 
travel plans, your job, or your family with 

people you don't know.  

• Learn the area, the culture, local 
customs, history of criminal activity 
and local laws.  

• Become familiar with your sur-
roundings. You must know what is 
normal to be able to detect what is 

unusual.  

•  Always have local coins or calling 
cards for pay phones.  Know how 
to use the local phone system 
and the number for emergencies.  

• Keep a low profile.  When in a foreign country, 
don't advertise U.S. citizenship.  Dress and 
behave conservatively.  Avoid styles that don't 
fit in the local area such as American cowboy 
boots and hats, T-shirts, or baseball caps - try 
to blend in.  

• Don't wear clothing with slogans or symbols 
that may be offensive.  Remember, different 
cultures have different values and beliefs.  
When in doubt, be conservative.  

• Be polite and low key.  Avoid loud conversa-
tions, laughter and arguments.  

• Don't flash large sums of money. Never carry 
documents, credit cards or large sums of 
money that you don't need with you. 

• Avoid going out alone, especially at night. 
Avoid secluded areas, poorly lit streets and 
narrow alleys.  

•  When shopping, remember: "Deals too good 
to be true" usually are.  http://homelandsecurity.utah.gov 

Utah Homeland Security's role is to secure 
and protect all people in Utah from  
human-made threats against freedom, 
life, property and the environment. 
To accomplish this task, Homeland 
Security works in three specific 
areas: 
 
Investigations 
Homeland Security Investigations 
supports law enforcement 
a g e n c i e s  b y  p r o v i d i n g , 
develop ing,  and analyz ing 
information about criminal activity 
within Utah. Information is gathered 
from a variety of sources and 
a n a l y z e d .  H L S  t h e n 
d isseminates i t  to law 
enforcement entities enabling 
them to prepare for potential problems before they 
occur or to further investigations after the crimes are 
committed. 
 
Intelligence 
Intelligence is the ability to acquire and apply 
information, especially about an actual or potential 
enemy. The intelligence function of Homeland 
Security operates jointly with local, state and federal 
law enforcement agents, analysts and databases. It 
provides Utah law enforcement officers with timely, 
accurate and useful information. This information 
allows first responders and policy makers to better 
prepare for and deal with potential threats and risks. 
 
Infrastructure Protection 
The nation's infrastructure consists of interdependent 
systems essential to our economy and government. 
These systems are so vital that damage or destruction 
would have a devastating impact on the state and 
possibly the nation (I.e. telecommunications, electrical 
power systems, banking, transportation, water supply 
systems and government). Utah Homeland Security is 
the lead agency for critical infrastructure mitigation, 
threat/vulnerability assessment, warning, and criminal 
investigation and response. Homeland Security 
continues to work with public and private partners to 
ensure all critical assets are secured against a 
potential attack.   
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Violence can happen to anyone, anytime and any-
where.  It can happen to you!  You must be prepared 
and have a plan to avoid becoming the victim.  Here 
is what you can do to help safeguard your commu-
nity: 
 
• Be alert!  Promptly report criminal or suspicious 

activity to your local law enforcement agency.   
Avoid becoming vulnerable by staying out of 
dangerous environments.  Stairwells, parking 
lots and dark secluded places are frequent 
crime scenes. 

 
• Look for unauthorized persons loitering around 

public buildings or infrastructures, or taking in-
appropriate photographs of active security 
measures employed at the site.   Report those 
with unauthorized credentials. 

 
• MOST IMPORTANT:  If you see something 

dangerous or if you become suspicious of pos-
sible illegal or terrorist-related activity, call 911 
immediately. 

A terrorist attack can happen quickly and without warning.  

Violence can happen to 
a n y o n e ,  a n y t i m e , 
anywhere.  It’s important to 
realize it can happen to 
you!  Be aware of your 
surroundings.  Be alert at 
all times.  Criminals and 
terrorists often prey on 
those who appear to be the 
most vulnerable.  Have a 
well-rehearsed plan and be 
prepared to implement it.  If 
you feel you are at risk take 
action to remove yourself 
from harms way. 

THE UTAH HOMELAND 
SECURITY TASKFORCE: 

 

UTAH  HOMELAND 

SECURITY  

A CHECKLIST FOR  
P E R S O N A L   S E C U R I T Y 



• Try to book non-stop, direct flights to destinations.  
The fewer the stops and plane changes, the better.  

• Exchange a small amount of money before you 
leave for tips, snacks, taxis or incidental costs.  

• Travel in conservative clothing that does not make 
you stand out as a U.S. citizen.  

• Pack your own luggage.  Never let it out of your sight 
until it has been checked through.  Do not accept 
any packages or items for packing with your luggage 
or hand carried items.  

• Use civilian addresses for tickets, luggage tags, res-
ervations and other travel documents. Place your 
name and address inside each piece of luggage in 
addition to your luggage tags.  

• Don't loiter around the ticket counter, baggage 
check-in, or security screening area.  Go through 
security as quickly as possible and to the boarding 
area.  If you want to use shops, restaurants and rest-
rooms, do so in the security area, not in the main 
terminal.  

• Beware of unattended baggage; report it immedi-
ately to airport security authorities.   

• If a hijacking or similar incident occurs: Discreetly 
conceal identification;  Do not volunteer your citizen-
ship, but if questioned do not deny it; Avoid doing 
anything that will draw attention to you; Carefully 
observe captors and get a detailed physical descrip-
tion; If a rescue attempt is made, get down and stay 
still until the situation is completely resolved and you 
are told to get up.   

• While on a commercial airliner, be aware of the near-
est exit (fore and aft).  Count the number of rows of 
seats to the closest exit.  In the event of an impend-
ing crash landing, do not place your feet under the 
seat in front of you.  Instead, brace them on the back 
of the seat in front of you to avoid breaking both legs 
upon impact.  Plan to exit the aircraft immediately.   

 
While most of these items pertain to tempo-
rary living quarters, some apply to all situa-
tions. 
 

• When approaching your home or hotel room,  
always have the entry key in hand. 

 

• If renting a hotel room, avoid one-way streets, 
dead ends and secluded areas. Select a well-lit 
neighborhood.  

 

• If located in a commercial setting, examine the 
type of clientele that are attracted to the area.  

 

• When renting a hotel room, try to obtain one on 
the 2nd to 5th floor.  Ground floor units are more 
susceptible to break-ins and emergency equip-
ment may have difficulty reaching higher floors.  

 

• Locks should be on all gates, doors and win-
dows - and should be used. Intercoms and entry 
door peepholes should be used.  Don't open 
doors until you have identified the persons. 

 

• Beware of unexpected deliveries or workers.  Re-
fuse them entry until you can ensure their authen-
ticity.  Check their identification and if necessary 
call their firm or your landlord, to verify.  

 
• Close the curtains and window shades, especially 

in the evening.  Consider security grilles or bars 
on windows and doors (especially in high crime 
areas), but be certain you allow for quick exit in an 
emergency.  

 

• Keep entrances, exits, and stairways well lit and 
visible.  Clear shrubbery that conceals entryways 
and allows hiding places for attackers.  Leave 
your porch light on at night. 

 

• Don't mark your keys with your name, address, or 
other identifying information. Don't hide a key  under 
the doormat or rock.  If you must, leave one with a 
trusted neighbor. Have locks replaced if keys are lost 
or stolen.  

 

• Learn how to properly operate all locks.  Many peo-
ple simply close entrance doors without using a key.  
This may lock 
the door, but 
does not engage 
a deadbolt that 
provides much 
greater security.  
If you have no 
deadbolt on your 
door, install one. 

 

• Consider a safe 
or other heavy 
container for 
securing valu-
ables.  Bolt it to 
the floor or se-
cure it to a fixed 
object.  

 

• When away, leave  a light or television on to make it 
appear that someone is home. Sequential    timers 
are helpful to turn on lights intermittently in various 
parts of your home. 

 

• Have emergency telephone numbers readily avail-
able (police, fire department, ambulance, hospital, 
public utilities).  

 
• Parking your vehicle in a locked, private garage is 

best.  Avoid parking directly on the street, but if you 
must, get into the habit of checking your vehicle for 
tampering prior to entry and operation.  

 

• If you are going to be away for more than a day 
or two: Arrange to have someone collect your mail 
and newspapers while you are away;  Hire someone 
to cut your grass or shovel snow from your driveway 
and sidewalk.  Arrange a neighbor to park a car in 

• Keep your vehicle well maintained and your fuel 
tank at least half full.  

•  Walk to your vehicle with keys in your hand, ready 
to use.  Don’t loiter en route to your car. 

• Perform a quick check of your vehicle exterior and 
interior before unlocking.  Look for any signs of 
tampering.  If something appears suspicious, no-
tify the police - stay away from the vehicle until it is 
determined to be safe.  

• Once you enter your vehicle, lock your doors im-
mediately and put the key in the ignition.  Keep 
doors locked at all times. 

• Keep your windows up until you are moving. It is 
best to keep your windows up when traveling in 
town. If you must lower them, do so only slightly.  

• Always lock your vehicle when unattended and 
safeguard keys.  Do not leave valuables in your 
car where they are visible.   

• When having your vehicle serviced, provide only 
vehicle keys.  

• Park in secured lots when possible.  If unavailable, 
park in a well lit area that is not secluded.  

• Be aware of the vehicles in front, behind, and to 
the sides or your car.  Pay attention to the occu-
pants.  

• Avoid public protest demonstrations or known 
"trouble" areas.  

• Never pick up hitchhikers.  

• Know the location of police and fire stations, mili-
tary installations or any well lighted public area. 
Go to one if you think you are being followed - do 
not go home. Try to record the description of the 
pursuing vehicle, its license number and occu-
pants.  

• In an emergency, drive on flat tires until reaching a 
well-lighted, well-traveled, safe area. 

EVERYDAY DRIVING AND 
VEHICLE SECURITY: 

SECURITY AT HOME AND  
WHILE TRAVELING : 

WHEN FLYING: 

 
Car Trouble 
 
Never leave your vehicle unat-
tended or unlocked.  Do not 
leave young children in the car, 
even for short periods of time.   
On the road:  set out warning 
triangle or flares, raise the 
hood, activate emergency flash-
ers, lock the doors and stay 
inside.  If someone stops to 
offer assistance, roll the      
window down slightly and ask 
them to notify the  police or a 
roadside service agency.  If you 
feel unsure of the situation, 
don’t get out of the vehicle until 
the police or road service ar-
rive. 


